INTRODUCTION
collective name for all the features of ridged skin. The skin patterns are studied from prints or impressions [2] . Eczema is a pattern of inflammatory responses of the skin, which can be defined either clinically or histologically. Clinically, acute eczema is associated with marked erythema, superficial papules and vesicles which easily excoriate and lead to crusts. Chronic eczema is composed of rather faint
The term Dermatoglyphics [from the Greek, Derma = skin, glyphics = carvings] is the scientific term coined by Prof. Harold Cummins.
Cummins is "Father of dermatoglyphics" [1] . The analysis of dermal ridges and their configurations by studying prints of them is called Dermatoglyphics. The term is also used as a Informed consent was taken from patients as well as the normal subjects for taking the hand prints and studying them. The modified Purvis Smith method was applied. Patients were asked to wash both their hands with soap and water so as to remove any oil or dirt. Black duplicating ink (Kores, Bombay) was smeared on both hands one by one and prints were taken by rolling the hands from wrist creases to finger tips on the roller covered with bond paper. erythema, infiltration and scaling [3] .The word eczema seems to be originated in 543AD and is derived from the Greek word Ekzein meaning 'to boil forth or to effervesce. The complications of eczema include : chronicity, cosmetic disfigurement, secondary infection, systemic dissemination and sometimes, are associated with asthma, which severely compromises the quality of life and in rare cases may be lethal [4] . Dermatoglyphics is a growing discipline and its easy and ready applicability renders it as a useful tool to the clinician. The relevance of dermatoglyphics is not to diagnose, but to prevent by predicting a disease; not for defining an existing disease, but to identify people with genetic predisposition to develop certain diseases [5] . Eczema has a genetic basis, if a dermatoglyphic marker of eczema can be found, it will be of immense clinical significance.Hence need for a study in palmar dermatoglyphics in patients with Eczema.
Hence the objectives of our study were To find out various dermatoglyphic patterns in eczema patients and compare them with normal individuals thus evaluating the significance of dermatoglyphics in eczema.
Hospital and Research Centre , Vijayapura. All the data was analyzed qualitatively and quantitatively. 
MATERIALS AND METHODS

Method of Data Collection
Sample Size: It was expected to consider a sample of 220 eczema patients for the desired conclusion with prevalence rate of 5.5% [6] at 3% margin of error and 95% confidence level using the statistical formula as follows. n=(1.96) 2 P(1-P) ÷ d 2 Where n = sample size, P = prevalence rate, d=margin of error [7] .
Type of Study: It is a prospective cross sectional study. The qualitative study included finger print patterns (whorls, radial loops, ulnar loops and arches) and palmar pattern (simian line and Sydney line) as seen in fig 1 and 2 DISCUSSION not change except for the injury, disease or decomposition after death [9] . The genes showing a statistically significant association with eczema are Filaggrin gene, Interleukin-4, Interleukin-13,Mast cell chymase, Serine Protease inhibitor Kazal-type 5 [10] . In present study, we tried to determine significant palmar Skin is one of the largest organs of the body. Friction ridges are found on the digits, palms and soles [8] . Friction ridges are in their definitive form in the foetus before birth. Once this blue print has been established in the stratum basale of the epidermis in the foetus, it does dermatoglyphic parameters in case of eczema in age group between 20-50 years and whether the parameters can be used for screening purpose.
In Table 1 shows Ulnar loops were predominant. While Radial loops were the least common pattern,
Vatsala et al (2013) study shows ulnar loop as predominant pattern in study group with P<0.0002 and radial loops as the least common pattern in males and arches in female cases [11] .
Jafari et. al (2013) found ulnar loops as most common pattern i.e. in 51.95% of the patients with eczema and radial loops as least common pattern i.e. in 2.25 % of the patients with eczema [12] .
His study correlated with our study in type of finger prints in each hand. Cusumano et.al (1983) found a significant increase in whorl pattern in female, not in male atopic patients when compared to sex matched control groups p<.0025. This increase was significant only in Caucasian females when compared to sex and race matched controls p<.0005 [13] . Table 2 shows that the Sydney line is very rare. 0.75% of study group in males in both hands had Sydney line as compared to 6.66% of controls in both hands. It is statistically significant. (P<.038). However it is found that 6% of Normal individuals have Sydney line [14] . Table 3 shows that the Simian line is also very rare 4% of Normal individuals have Simian line [15] . Table 4 shows that the Mean TFRC in Male patients was lower as compared to male control group P<.008. The Mean TFRC in female patients was higher as compared to Female control group P<.0001. Table 5 shows that the Mean AFRC in Male patients was lower as compared to male control group. P=.006. Mean AFRC in female patients was higher as compared to Female control group. P <0.0001).
We could not get the similar studies to compare the TFRC and AFRC in the literature. Monteseirin et al studied in a group of 30 atopic patients that 'atd' angle was lower in the right hand with P<.05. In the left hand he found many individual values that are identical, thus statistical methods cannot be applied satisfactorily [16] .
CONCLUSION
Dermatoglyphics has been studied extensively in chromosomal disorders, single gene disorders and those disorders whose genetic basis is not clear. Dermatoglyphic studies have proved quite useful at least in three fields medico-legal, anthropological and clinical.
In present study, we tried to determine significant palmar dermatoglyphic parameters in case of eczema in age group between 20-50 years and whether these parameters can be used for screening purpose i.e. to identify people with genetic predisposition to develop eczema.
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